








St. Bartholomew Parish, Needham, MA

Fourth Sunday of Easter

April 25, 2010

Saturday April 24 4:00 pm Jane Marie McDonald—1st Anniversary
Sunday April 25 9:45 am Lawrence & Mary Cummings
11:30 am Arthur Chiappisi
Monday April 26 9:00 am Intention of Kathy Abbott for successful surgery
Tuesday April 27 9:00 am The Gillis & Lydon Families
Wednesday  April 28 9:00 am The Thissell & Chisholm Families
Thursday April 29 9:00 am Elizabeth McNaught
Friday April 30 9:00 am Michael Egan
Saturday May 1 4:00 pm For the intention of Fr. Charles Murphy
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g Youth Choir
&3 The next rehearsal will be Sunday, April 25th, from
‘E 5-6 pm in the church.
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Baptismal Robes

Many thanks to Claire Immediato who
has lovingly made many of the
baptismal robes worn by our baptized
” babies at St. Bartholomew Parish. If
anyone is interested in supporting this
ministry, please contact Jane Cunniffe
at 781-444-9033 or the rectory at 781-
444-3434.

Adult Choir

The Adult Choir rehearsal is held
every Thursday at 7:30 pm.
We welcome new members. |f you
have any questions, please call
Marianne Germano at 781-326-3670.
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The Prayer Group (G.I.F.T.) will meet on Wednes-
day, April 28th, at 10:00 am in the O'Brien Room at the
rectory. New members are always welcome. If you
have any quéstions, please call Kathy Reilly at 781-444-
0862.

On Saturday, May 1st, there will be a Mass at 4:00
pm for the intention of Fr. Charles Murphy. There will
be no reception at this time.

Amy’s Book Club will meet on Tuesday, April 27th,
at 12:30 pm in the O'Brien Room at the rectory. The
book to be discussed is A Long Fatal Love Chase by
Louisa May Alcott. If anyone would like a book, please
call Kathy Reilly. We always welcome new members.
Any questions, please call Kathy Reilly at 781-444-0862
or e-mail kreilly15@yahooc.com

Your Help is Needed: The Fr. Daniel Kennedy
Needham K of C Council #1611 is teaming up with the
Needham VFW Post #2498 to collect donations for the
service men and women in Iraq and Afghanistan.

ltems needed include: foot powder (small Gold Bond
ones are strongly recommended), hand sanitizer
{small bottles), batteries (AA, C and D cells are
accepted) and mouse traps. Donations may be
dropped off at the K of C Hall at 1211 Highland Ave. on
Saturday, May 1, and Saturday, May 8, from 10 am-
3 pm. Monetary donations are also accepted. For
more information please contact Grand Knight Mike
Riley at:

needhamkofc@gmail.com
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STEWARDSHIP: VA WAY O LIFE
Sharing: Time Talent Treasure

REDEMPTION

Does anyone remember S & H Stamps? Maybe your
mother or grandmother or an aunt or the neighbor next
door collected them. You saved them by sticking them
into little booklets and then would redeem them for gas,
groceries, appliances, luggage, or most anything. They
were a major event in the household—redeeming those
stamp booklets for a very valuable, very needed item.

How do you feel about coupons today? When times are
good and money issues not in one’s mind all the time,
coupons are ignored and certainly not redeemed with
any regularity. However, when the country’s and our
personal finances become scary, redemption begins.
We will even go to markets out of our way to redeem a
coupon. We return our bottles and cans with more vigor
and on the way teach our children the value of recycling
and saving money. Redemption is good for everyone.
This past Thursday was Earth Day. Remember how
foolish it seemed at first when it was proposed? (God
probably had Earth Day (s} in mind from the beginning
of His Creation Week...only He called it Stewardship!)
Recycling, redemption, saving are all words that have
taken on a renewed meaning in these troubling times.
Why do we need trouble to reassess what is truly
important and necessary?

‘Il WILL REDEEM YOU.” (Exodus 6:6) This is the true
meaning of Easter. God has never given up on us, or
seen us as a throw-away, or something to be rescued
only in troubled times. Despite all our annoying and
careless ways, the Father sent His only Son, Jesus, to
come among us and teach us His ways...to die for
us...and then rise from the dead. By doing so, Jesus
opened the gates of Heaven for us to come back to the
Father and live with Him in eternity. Just what is this
redemption worth? Are we going to throw away the
opportunities to love Him because times are good and
we don'’t think we need Him? Or are we going to turn to
Him and beg forgiveness because times are difficult and
we can think of no other solution?

“‘FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF MY FATHER, THAT
EVERYONE WHO SEES THE SON AND BELIEVES IN
HIM MAY HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, AND | SHALL RAISE
HIM ON THE LAST DAY.” (John 6:40)

Stewardship Questions: Kathy Reilly 781-444-0862
E-mail: kreilly15@yahoo.com

April 25, 2010

Children and Youth

Religious Education:

Confirmation

Congratulations and many blessings upon our
Confirmandi. May the Holy Spirit strengthen your faith
as you do the Lord’s work!

First Communion Banner Night - Monday April 26"
7:00pm - Students with parents meet in the church,

please bring scissors to cut the felt pieces for the
banner to be hung on your child’s pew on First
Communion day.

Registration forms are available in the back of the
church (bright green sheets) as well as oniine. Please
return them as soon as possible. Note that there is a
discount for early registration (before May 1%

We will need more catechists next year to accommo-
date our growing program. Please prayerfully consider
joining this wonderful group! If you have questions
about what is involved, ask someone who is a catechist
or talk to Maryellen Jennings or Melisa Hughes.

Thanks!
To all who prayed for our Confirmation students. They
are welcomed into our parish community with great joy!

Activities:

Altar Servers: We will start training for new Altar Servers
shortly. Please contact Melisa Hughes
(melisahughes@comcast.net ) to sign up and indicate
preference for training days and times. Altar Servers
are open to boys and girls 4™ grade and up. Itis a fun
way to participate and learn about the liturgy and an
important ministry for our parish.

Economy affects marriages. It takes much effort just to
make ends meet in our world today. Do you wish you
could talk about something besides all the stresses in
your life? A Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend
gives you the time and tools to revitalize romance,
deepen communication, and nourish the spirituality in
your marriage. The next weekends in New England are
May 21-23 and June 11-13. For more information call
Ralph & Jane Becker at 1-800-710-WWME or visit their
webpage at www.wwmeMA .org.
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Haiti Project

April 25, 2010

Needham TRIAD/Council on Aging Resource
and Health Fair for Seniors/Adult Family
Members: The Health Fair will be held on Thursday,
April 29th, from 10:00 am—2:00 pm at the
Presbyterian Church in Needham, 1485 Great Plain
Ave. There will be information on the following: Are
You OK? (Security Helpline), Assisted Living/Housing,
Blood Pressure Screening, File of Life, Glucose
Screening, Home Care, Free House Numbers, Loaner
Medical Equipment, Medical Information, Nursing Care,
Project Lifesaver, and Red Cross Evacuation List.
There will be free coffee and donuts and lunch
including Coca-Cola. For more information call Bill
Dugan at 781-444-0275. There is no charge to
attend the Fair.

Annulment Information

You may desire to learn more about what the Catholic
Church teaches about annulments or you may be
interested in beginning the process. There will be a
meeting on Monday, April 26, at 7:00 pm at St. John
the Evangelist Parish, Washington St. at Glen Rd,
Wellesley which is designed to offer basic information
and provide the opportunity to seek answers for any
questions you may have. No registration is required.
For further information or if you have questions, please
contact the Metropolitan Tribunal at 617-746-5900.

Project Bread’s 42nd
Annual Walk for Hunger
Sunday, May 2

The Walk starts on the Boston Common, 7:00-9:00 am.

For details, go to www.projectbread.org/walk

Pregnancy Help: This program of the Pro-Life

Office of the Archdiocese of Boston offers free
guidance and counseling for pregnant women who seek
a solution other than abortion. For help, call toll free 1-
800-649-0999. Local address and phone

number: 5 Wilson St., Natick, MA 01760, 508-651-
1900.

Domestic Violence: Do you or someone you know
need help? Call 1-800-992-2600—a 24 hour hotline.
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: easier and less demanding -~ so | thought, l mterned at
'the Pastoral Center m the Stewardshrp Office which is under the ausplces of the Catholic..

' Foundatic n. In addrtronal to bemg passronate about and committed to living stewardshlp as my:.

Ipersonal response to the call to discipleship that I recelved at Baptrsm | brought with me many
jyears of experience ¢ of worklng in stewardship at the pansh level. | was very much encouraged to
bnng the parish perspectrve to everythmg that ] worked on - from research in best practrces for

plannmg desngned for presentatron to parish ‘pastoral councils and other pansh Ieadershlp groups :
ito being appointed to the Archdiocesan Stewardshrp Advrsory Commlttee It definitely was
i drfferent from my, hosprtal chaplamcy expenence “but equally wonderful and rewardmg even rf it

' One of the most unexpected and wonderful ben ts of thls placement was the opportumty to work :
ral di erent offic ices at the Pastoral Center from a

[ dlfferent perspectrve All too often, especrally in a parish environment, it is all too easy to adopt
:an “us vs them® mentally when it comes to the central administration of the Archdiocese.. The
people | met at the Pastoral Center are faith-filled, dedicated, knowledgeable, friendly, helpful,

' : competent and extremely hard-workmg They too are being asked to do more with less. They are :

l | truly committed to offering their expertise and assistance to the 291 parishes throughout the

i archdiocese: As a matter of fact, it would be very difficult for the us, and any of the other parishes,
‘to operate as effectively and effi iciently as we do without the services and expertise they make
avarlable tous: ltwasa real privilege to work with them and | have a new respect for them and
the jobs that they do: _Together, all 291 parishes and the many Offices of the Archdiocese, are the :
l one Church of Boston. Just as the salaries of the staff here at St. Bartholomew are supported by '
| our offertory collectron the salaries of those who work at the Pastoral Center are supported by the |
, Cathohc Appeal 1f you haven’t yet made a contribution to thls year's appeal ] ask that you con-
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| My church is comp; of people like me. Ihelp make it what it i is. 1t will be fnendly, If I am. lts pews will be l

i fi i fi Iled rfI help fill th It wrll do great work if l work. It will make generous gifts to many causes, iflama i

generous glver it wrll brmg other people lnto its worship and feIIowsh/p, if I invite and bnng them. If will be a ; i
church of onalty and love, of fe sness'and farth and a church w:th a noble spmt if I, who make itwhatit :
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